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As Black History Month begins, I would like to reiterate Maisey’s message
down below, and focus on the Black lives that shaped the future we are living
in today. The likes of Rosa Parks, Malcolm X, Martin Luther King Jr and
Olaudah Equiano, helped make our world the way it is, yet Black people
continue to frequently face structural and direct discrimination and racism.
In recognition of Black History Month, I want to encourage you all to reflect
on what needs to be done to improve our society, and in particular our school
community. Try and educate yourself on Black history, culture and heritage,
and use this information to  better understand the prevalent  racism all
around us, and stand in solidarity against it.  Each little bit of help makes a
change. That’s all anyone can ask - that we be proactive (an upstander) and
do our bit to tackle racism, and support the BLM movement.  
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Editor-in-Chief, Sahar Jafferbhoy

The Scandalous Truth 
Five years ago, a large group of journalists published an investigation into the
elusive offshore world: the Panama Papers. The Panama papers would quickly
become synonymous with corruption. They led to the fall of governments,
landmark decisions by the Pakistan Supreme Court, disqualifying Nawaz Sharif
the incumbent Prime Minister from holding public office for life and leading to
some uncomfortable questions for David Cameron, the then UK Prime Minister.
Five years ago the financial and political world was turned upside down; and its
just happened again.
Cue the Pandora Papers; a 2.94 terabyte data leak exposing offshore trusts and
those who use them. Once again big political names are all too common with the
royal family of Azerbaijan, King Abdullah of Jordan, Tony Blair, Uhuru Kenyatta the
president of Kenya and the Czech prime minister all being implicated. In total
over 330 politicians from 90 countries were shown to use offshore companies and
tax havens to hide their wealth.
While the corruption exposed by the papers has been worldwide, perhaps more
intriguing is the domestic issues that the Pandora Papers have unearthed. Most
notably, Mohamed Amerisi, a prominent Tory donor who has given over £525,000
to the political party since 2018, is named in the papers as working on a series of
controversial deals with a Swedish telecom company, that was later fined by the
US prosecution services.

Ruby McIntee 



Monochrome Ball
On the 1st of October, F5 & F6 met up in trinity for the Monochrome  Ball. Our ticket
donations went towards SAMH (The Scottish Association for Mental Health) and we

managed to collect a massive profit of £680! 



try spot me taking my heels off because my feet
hurt... 



The Brady 6
Zoe Faloon 

Half term is almost upon us and it cannot come fast enough in my opinion because I
desperately need a lie-in! Between juggling revision for exams and trying to cram even more
knowledge into my overstuffed brain, it has become clear that the seasons are changing
around me. As is tradition for this time of year, I find myself wishing for warmer climes and
because the American Football season is beginning again, that just so happens to be Tampa
Bay, Florida.
Now, I am quite possibly one of the most sports averse people the world has ever seen but, for
some reason, American Football fascinates me. Well...that’s not quite accurate. The story of
Tom Brady fascinates me, and he just so happens to be an American Football(er?) Star - yes,
those capitals were necessary!
For context, Tom Brady is widely thought to be the Greatest Of All Time or GOAT in more
common sporting vernacular (look at how cool I am!) but this wasn’t always the case. When
drafted for the NFL, he was picked in the sixth round and was considered remarkably
unmemorable but, whilst Brady was not the tallest (something I can relate to slightly too well),
the strongest or the fastest - I really wouldn’t do well in the NFL given that my crowning
achievement in weightlifting is picking up the four-litre milk carton in Tesco - he had
something the others didn’t.
Something that has made him the resounding success he is today. Brady is intelligent.
Perhaps not in a ‘Sheldon Cooper, reciting pi to twelve thousand places’ way but he is
incredibly clever. He understands the game of football, can predict people’s moves before
even they consider them and, coupled with the equally amazing Rob Gronkowski, is a force to
be reckoned with. His tenacity is unrivalled (as is his paycheque) and he spends his free time
pouring over strategies, memorising the playbook and learning how he can improve. He
reflects still on his performance and that of his team. He always strives to improve and
prepare himself for the next game.
But, even with all these assets, success did not come easy to Tom, who spent his formative
years striving to prove himself worthy of the starting quarterback position with little help from
coaches. He was eventually accepted to the University of Michigan but still spent many
matches on the bench which transpired with him considering moving to another team that
may be more open to playing him. However, he decided to stay and prove himself deserving
of a spot in the starting lineup.
Even after all the setbacks and rejections, Brady was still confident that he would ‘make it’. He
believed in himself when no one else would and eventually his self-assurance paid off. In
college, he was eventually named as the starting Quarterback and when tried out was given
the nickname, ‘The Comeback Kid’ after he scraped victory from the arms of defeat. Still, his
reputation and respect amongst teammates did not garner him the same esteem from his
coach. He was frequently replaced by Drew Henson, who was younger, fitter and faster
(Captain Marvel’s next slogan) but Brady was brought in usually during the third quarter to fix
Henson’s mistakes and ultimately win the game.
Tom Brady won the majority of his matches at a collegiate level but could still not find a coach
to fight valiantly for his position in the NFL. So, when drafting happened he was picked 199th
as a reserve quarterback for New England Patriots. They didn’t particularly want him, per se
but they did see some spark of potential within him. A spark that would win them six Super
Bowls.



But, twenty years later, Bill Bellichick decided that Brady’s football career was over and
allowed him to become a ‘free agent’. He leaked gossip to the press, having seemingly plotted
his demise for years and slowly but surely forced him out of the Patriots. Tom decided to take
this adversity in his stride, however and shocked the sporting world as he moved to one of the
worst teams in the NFL - the Tampa Bay Buccaneers. Close to every single pundit I have
watched predicted his downfall. Max Kellerman seems to have dedicated the last few years of
his life to tearing him down on national television (although I can’t repeat any of my
comments toward him) he began saying that he had ‘fallen off a cliff’ four years ago. Then, at
the start of last season, the cliff became a ‘ravine’ and Brady’s career was most definitely over.
He lost his opening match of the season. That had transpired three times before. Brady went
to the Super Bowl each of those years and won it twice. Yet, he was still written off by most. He
stayed quiet; struggled and toiled and once again, succeeded against insurmountable odds.
What I find most rousing about Brady is not his talent, it’s his perseverance. I know that term
has been corrupted in recent times, but it’s the only word I can use to describe his journey. As
someone who has yet to flourish in this world, it means so much to see someone believe in
their talent and be rewarded for that. Brady has fought against adversity and is still so joyful,
so passionate about football that it’s hard not to smile as he talks about it.
He has thrived. Initially at the Patriots but more so at the Buccaneers. He seems reinvigorated
with the sport and with life itself.
Now, Brady by no means ‘carried’ the team to victory at the 55th Super Bowl, he improved it
as a whole. He patiently trained the younger members and even welcomed them into his
home when they had nowhere else to go. He build a community, a family.
He built a team.
That in itself must be admired.
Tom Brady as an individual has won more Super Bowls than any NFL franchise, a fact that I
can’t help but grin at. He’s a perfect example of the rewards merited by hard work and talent
and I hope one day I could aspire to have even a millionth of the talent he does. He should
inspire a generation, not just of athletes but of anyone who has overcome adversity.
So, if you’re asking me if the Buccaneers can win the Super Bowl again, then there’s only one
answer I can give.
Absolutely!



Duke of Edinburgh
Expedition!

On October 1st, 2nd and 3rd, Silver DofE pupils
climbed the Lomond Hills, explored Monifieth and
walked around Tayport/Tentsmuir, through rain
and wind, blisters from dancing at the
Monochrome Ball in heels and timed lunches
thanks to Sally! It was a great experience, regardless
of the dreary Scottish weather, and my Nat 5
Geography knowledge on how to do 6 figure Grid
References definitely came in handy ;)  



Ruby McIntee

Labour, the Conservatives and
the Importance of Accessibility  

If you look at the Conservative’s website you will find their manifesto, catchy
slogans and their biggest policies in bold bright colours. With one click you can
see what they are doing, why they are doing it, and most importantly how it will
benefit you. It’s short, easy and effective. Very different from the Labour website
which, instead of telling you what they are doing, informs you what the labour
party is, the prominent members in the party and labours history. Even finding
their manifesto is a challenge. Once you find it however, you get 12 meticulously
detailed essays. They really are great essays- but the average voter would not
read them.
Much like Keir Starmer’s twelve thousand word essay, Labour’s manifesto is much
too long, and inefficient at its job. But this is a pattern throughout the party; long
essays, long speeches and speeches on things that may seem irrelevant at the
time. While shifting demographics and the wildly unpopular Labour leader Jeremy
Corbyn may have contributed to the fall of the red wall, there is reason to doubt
they were responsible for its fall. Does anyone really want to read an 107 page
manifesto? Perhaps Labour’s fall is more linked to accessibility than anything else,
because political academia isn’t for everyone and most just want a competent
party who represent their values. Which, in Labour’s case are not visible - unless
you feel like reading that 107 page document.



Amy Leburn 

SCOTCH PANCAKES!SCOTCH PANCAKES!SCOTCH PANCAKES!
These Scotch pancakes are the perfect quick, little tea time
snack for a rainy day. This specific recipe comes from the
AGA Book by Mary Berry. Be creative with this one, feel
free to add any toppings that you like. Maybe it will be

blueberries or possibly some homemade jam. If you make
these, I would love to see your creations!

Makes about 20 pancakes.

100g self-raising
flour

25g caster sugar
1 egg

150ml milk

1. Put the flour and sugar in a
bowl, then make a well in the centre and add the egg

and half the milk.
2. Beat into a thick paste with a whisk and stir in the
remaining milk. Be careful not to make it too runny.

Most of the time I end up not using all the milk.
3. Preheat the frying pan or skillet until hot. Grease

with a small knob of butter.
4. Spoon the mixture into the frying pan or skillet on

the hot hob, place them with space in between.
5. When bubbles rise to the surface, turn the

pancakes over with a spatula and cook on the other
side for a further 30 seconds or so until golden

brown.
6. Lift off and keep wrapped in a clean tea towel to

keep them soft.
7. Continue cooking until all the batter has been

used and then serve with
anything you like.

Ingredients:

Method:



Unseen Staff: Miss Doig
What’s your name and your role here at HSD?

My name is Miss Doig, and I am PA to the Rector. 

What does your day-to-day job consist of? 

My main duty is to organise Mrs Hudson’s day to day diary, arrange meetings and
appointments and to make sure she is as prepared as she can be for these. As well as

organising Mrs Hudson’s letter and email correspondence and other admin duties, I also meet
and greet visitors to the School who are coming to meet with the Rector.

Do you enjoy your job?

I love it!

How do you feel being an unseen member of staff?

I don’t really think of it like that. It’s a busy role so although you’re kind of in the background
you’re still a part of the school team. 

What’s your favourite part of your job? 

I don’t really have a favourite part - I like the fact that it’s different. You come in, in the morning 
 and you’ve got X, Y and Z to do; and then something will happen, and that goes out the window

and youve got to change what you’re doing. 

How did you end up working here at HSD? 

I came to the school as a part time member of staff in the school office. I got made
permanent and then I got the job as Administrator to Mrs Hudson when she was Deputy

Rector. When she became Rector, I got the job as her PA.



Islamophobia &Islamophobia &Islamophobia &
British PoliticsBritish PoliticsBritish Politics

Sahar Jafferbhoy, Editor 

Islamophobia is is broadly defined as the fear of, hatred of, and the prejudice against the religion of
Islam and people of Muslim Faith; and sadly it is on the rise. Calling Muslims terrorists, comparing them
to Bin Laden or making jokes about them being bombers, is blatantly wrong. Furthermore, putting
Muslims at a disadvantage in terms of opportunities because of their religious beliefs is an unbelievably
flawed concept, that requires deconstruction. In layman’s terms, Islamophobia leads to bias,
discrimination, marginalisation and exclusion of Muslims from day-to-day society. 

From shameless racist comments and actions, to the institutionalised racism that is deeply rooted in our
nation’s core, Islamophobia remains a prevalent focus of the racism that perpetuates the UK. 

There are many areas of Islamophobia, varying from disadvantages in the workplace and facing verbal
abuse at school, to the racism that is messily intertwined in British politics and the physical attacks that
take place against Muslims on a regular basis.

Instead of exploring all of the aspects of Islamophobia that exist within our society, I am going to focus
in on the decisive role that British politics plays in enforcing racist attitudes, in particular towards Islam
and those of Muslim faith. 

If I wanted to, I could spout out hundreds of appalling racism statistics from a political standpoint, but
we would be here forever. Alternatively, I want to pinpoint a few examples of recent Islamophobic
inicidents that have taken place, in regards to British Politics. 

In March 2020, the Muslim Council of Britain published a review, warning of a systemic problem of
Islamophobia in the Conservative Party. YouGov surveys have divulged that 57% of Conservative Party
Members have a negative view of Muslims. Additionally, 47% of them believe that Islam is a threat to
British life. In view of the fact that the Conservative Party run our country, and reflect the wishes of our
population (essentially, our wishes), this is a major concern.  

Moreover, the appointment of Sadiq Khan as London Mayor is another inexcusable example of racism
within politics. In a 2016 survey, 31% of Londoners claimed to be “uncomfortable” with the idea of a
Muslim mayor. Apparently, the prospect of a man who is of a different faith being Mayor of their city, is
far too agonising for many White Britishers, and in all honesty that makes me feel sick to my stomach. 

Many of us will remember the Brexit Leave campaign as if it was yesterday. It was heavily criticised in
the media for its Islamophobic ideologies and campaign tactics. One of its main infamous strategies was
portraying Muslim immigrants as a threat to the future of the country, and as, “stealing jobs from the
British”. These unjustifiable claim are disgusting - humans are all equal, yet a single political campaign
easily dismantles this truth. 

As a second generation Muslim immigrant living in a predominately white neighbourhood, attending a
predominately white school, in a predominately white country, Islamophobia in our country’s political
figures, attitudes and opinions is unnerving. Scrolling through the News, and seeing such key figures
overtly and indirectly discriminating against Muslims requires major deconstruction. 



Creativity Corner! 
A place to display HSD’s artistic talent! 

 

Naomi Sibson, F5

Naomi Sibson, F5

F3 Pupil

F4 Pupil



In light of October being the spooky season I decided to write my thoughts on my favourite horror film Us.
Jordan Peele's movie Us is the type of film where you have to research a bit to fully appreciate all the
greatness this movie contains.
For those that don’t know, the movie Us is about an average American family going on holiday and
discovering that underneath America there are miles of underground tunnels that contain the “tethered.”
The tethered are us. Two different people sharing one soul. They were abandoned and left alone while the
rest of us were living the “American Dream.” They look exactly like us, and have most of the same
characteristics but without the minor yet major key parts. For example, one of the main characters, Zora,
which is the main character’s daughter is extremely athletic yet her tethered shares all the athletic
characteristics but is also cold blooded and a murderous girl, who is unable to communicate through
English. All the tethered cannot communicate using English.There is only one exception which is Red,
Adelaide’s tetheredor should I rather say which is revealed later on in the film Adelaide’s non tethered
version. 
The American dream is a very big topic that is heavily hinted at throughout the whole film; for instance the
film title could also be interpreted by meaning the US as in the USA instead stead of us as in you and I.
Another example of this topic in the film is when the dad gets a boat. A boat is something every
stereotypical middle aged American man dreams about; their boat is their American dream. When the dad
gets the boat he only cares about it by comparing it with his neighbour and realising that someone will
always have something better. Later on in the film he kills his tethered by pushing him into his boat engine
after wrestling with it in the boat. It was as if his American dream killed “him.”
Also when the neighbour Kitty says “I could’ve been a movie star.” Most actors aren’t movie stars, not even
in main streamed films. This illustrates that she does want to become this because of the acting but
because she just craves the feeling of glory and fame that comes with it. She only wants what she sees. She
only wants what is on the surface. Her American dream was being famous and rich and pretty; her tethered
can relate to this because after the tethered had killed her she went to the mirror and started scarring her
face mimicking how the “real” neighbour got plastic surgery. Every single character in this film has their own
American dream but it turns out that their dream is the one that destroyed them.
In the film scissors come up many times, all the tethered uses it as weapons, it’s on the film poster. But
why? It’s not a good weapon. Well it’s no ones first choice. So why did they choose itand what does it
represent? The scissors represent two symmetrical sides coming together; or, in other words, the tethered
and the humans after years apart finally come together.
I’ve not mentioned the main character at all, Adelaide. She is a mother and in the end we find out that she is
a tethered and Red is the original. In the final fight where Adelaide was facing her tethered, it would cut to
flashbacks to them being young ballet dancers. In the flashbacks it would show that the original was
dancing gracefully unlike the tethered. In the fight scene though the one who we thought was the original
was not fighting very gracefully at all. Instead it was the copy who had fast movements. This indicated who
the real original was. 
There are a million other hidden hints and themes in this film and I recommend watching it, have a good
holiday!

Lavinia Ismail

Us: What does it mean by the American
Dream? *Contains Spoliers* 



 

The Climate Crisis is a Serious Problem,
So Why Can’t We Process it as One? 

Megan Beckham

No doubt you’ve heard of climate change. It’s everywhere. Affecting our lives, our homes, our oceans,
everything. A problem we’ve been warned about, time and time again. We’ve been shown pictures of
polar bears stranded on tiny sheets of ice, videos of fires devouring forests, the aftermath of floods
and natural disasters. Yet, whilst climate change and its effect are constantly all around us, why does it
seem like no one actually cares?
It’s not that people don’t care, it’s that they can’t register it as a serious problem.
When we are faced with big, overwhelming problems, our brains tend to not want to face them right
away; we distract ourselves, think about other things. Problems are easy recognise when they are in
front of you. If you can see the problem, it's much easier recognise it and then solve it. However, the
problem with climate change is that the main part of the problem is invisible to us.
We can’t see carbon dioxide and the other greenhouse gases in the air, as I mentioned before, they
are invisible to us. Because of this, it’s a lot harder to treat it as a serious issue. It’s a lot easier to
pretend it doesn’t exist. It also makes climate change seem like a distant problem, making people think
this is something that won’t happen for a long time.
We can’t associate the disastrous effects of the climate crisis to a specific problem and so this results in
no one being motivated to take action against it. It’s easier for people to tell themselves that this isn’t
urgent - that it will be dealt with by someone else.
The way we are talking about climate change is also key. Currently, the strategy is telling us all the
horrible things that will happen and are already happening if we don’t ‘fix the problem. This isn’t
working. Constantly talking negatively about something isn’t going to get people to take action. If
anything, it makes them want to separate themselves from the problem more.
So, how do we change this?
Instead of being negative towards the problem all the time, we need different motivators to get people
to reduce things like their energy consumption. Social pressure is an example. If you make reducing
energy consumption into a sort of friendly competition, people are more likely to participate, and
actively start trying to save energy.
The climate crisis is something we can’t ignore. One person looking the other way doesn’t seem like it
will have much of an impact. But add up all the individuals around the world that do, and suddenly it’s
not a small impact anymore. One person at a time we need to start changing.



We Will Rock
You!

Izzy Clark and Carys Blythe

Our first half-term back at the High School Of Dundee may
be ending, but the senior years’ production of “We Will Rock
You” has just begun rehearsals. I - Izzy Clark - alongside best
friend and assistant Carys Blyth, was sent to the first
rehearsal of what promises to be a fantastic production. For
those of you unaware, “We Will Rock You” is a musical
written by Ben Elton, novelist and TV writer known for
“Blackadder”, “Upstart Crow” and “Dead Famous”, with songs
taken from the discography of the world-famous rock band,
Queen. Over the next several weeks, we'll be offering you a
behind-the-scenes look at rehearsals, cast and crew
interviews, and a final review of the school’s production
when the curtain goes up.
Week 1 of rehearsals begins in a crowded room in the
Margaret Harris building after school on a Monday, a room
filled with students from all the senior years buzzing with
excitement at the prospects lying ahead of them. We begin
with our first ensemble practice together, and it's now that
we get a line from Mrs Drummond that runs true - “the
chorus is a vital part of any performance, a show is nothing
without its chorus”. True.
Vocal warmups commence - a peculiar sound, but vital
nonetheless. Harmonies are harmonised and pitches are
perfected, and all in all, it's a miraculous-sounding chorus of
tones melding together. The first thing we do is get 

straight to the singing, as almost as soon as the
warmups are done, we're jumping straight into
learning the rhythm of our title number, the
eponymous “We Will Rock You”. It's pretty iconic.

Once again, we get harmonies and our cast is
divided across our three lines. By the time the
cast get to singing the number through, Carys
and I both agree on how awesome it sounds. It's
mesmerising to hear the voices accompanied
not only by a piano instrumental but also by the
percussion of feet on floors and of clapping.



After cast photos are taken, Carys and I manage to get interviews with a few of the cast
members before the principals cast list is released on Tuesday. Many of our cast
members have been in productions before this one, both in and out of the school, and all
with a variety of performing talents ranging from singing to dancing to acting.

What Convinced You To Audition?

Sam - completely loves musicals and theatre, was going to audition for the
production this year no matter what it was!

Roman - has been involved in musical theatre since around six or seven years old
Cassie - knew she would audition for the senior musical this year regardless of the

production
Meagan - loves all things musical theatre, it made perfect sense to audition!

Aiden - has been involved in musicals since around age seven and has fallen more
and more in love with it over time until now

Sam - has been in companies of Peter Pan, Beauty And The Beast, and Aida to name
a few Roman - performed in Les Misérables, Oliver, Chitty Chitty Bang Bang, Annie

and Aladdin Cassie - was in Seussical The Musical when she was younger
Meagan - been involved in productions of Aladdin, Grease and Legally Blonde

Aiden - has been a part of Grease, Seussical The Musical, The Little Mermaid and
Madagascar

Sam - no, says he can't dance
Roman - has been called a triple threat but thinks he can't dance

(Sensing something common)
Cassie - doesn't thinks she is at all

(Come on guys, have some self-confidence!)
Meagan - likes to think she is!

(Yay! Finally some confidence!)
Aiden - no. 

(Well, maybe not.)

Overall, everyone across the school should certainly be keeping their eyes
peeled and ears pricked for news about the production, as it’s sure to be

fantastic!

What Other Productions Have You Been Involved In?

And Finally, Do You Consider Yourself A Triple Threat? (can you sing,
dance and act?)



FB Outage - It felt like
the end of the world... 

Prithvi Sudarshan
Mark Zuckerberg has apologised for the "disruption" caused after
Facebook, Instagram, WhatsApp and Messenger all went down on
Monday evening for almost six hours impacting more than 3.5 billion
users worldwide.
The issue appeared to have been caused by a networking issue, in
which an update broke how the company displayed where its servers
are to the internet using something called the Border Gateway
Protocol (BGP).
The internet is an international network of computers; the servers
hosting enormous amounts of data in specialised warehouses
around the world our phones are able to access the data in these
warehouses because routers help them send requests for
information to these warehouses, which they find through the BGP.
Facebook went down because the "faulty configuration change"
meant that it stopped telling routers where its data centres were; it
appeared to the routers that they simply didn't exist.
Usually it would be quite straightforward to fix this kind of outage. 
 You would start advertising where your servers actually are and
routers would begin reconnecting to you again. Unfortunately, it
seems that Facebook was using the same network for Facebook
Workplace (the internal communications platform which staff use) to
access the network remotely, meaning that the outage also
prevented them fixing the outage.
The only solution was to physically go to the data centres and refresh
things from there, but there was a problem with this too, according
to a now-deleted post on Reddit believed to have been posted by a
Facebook staff member.
The access cards that Facebook use to physically enter its premises
were also dependent on the internal systems working properly. The
outage meant that they couldn't authenticate to the premises and get
inside resulting in a prolonged delay until they could refresh the
system. Facebook has already come under major scrutiny after last
Sunday former Facebook product manager Frances Haugen spoke in
depth about the company during an interview with CBS’s 60 Minutes,
talking about how the social network repeatedly prioritised, “growth
over safety” and is, “tearing our societies apart”.
Mark Zuckerberg’s net worth has fallen by more that £4.4 billion after
Facebook’s (FB) stock price fell by 5% also pushing him down to the
sixth richest person in the world.



Black History
Month 

 

Maisey Lafollette 

Did you know that in October we celebrate Black History? This
was officially recognised in the US in 1976 (but they celebrate
black history month in February) and in the UK in 1987. It is
important to learn about and recognise the accomplishments of
those with African heritage. It is also a chance for negative
stereotypes and racism to be taught and understood.
Some historical figures I have previously learned about are;
Rosa Parks, who was an American activist and one of the most
important people in the Civil Rights movement. In Alabama, at
age 42, she was removed from a bus and put in jail because she
didn’t give her seat to a white man. Harriet Tubman was born a
slave and later in life, she escaped to the North of America and
continuously returned to free many slaves from the south, using
The Underground Railroad. President Barack Obama was the
44th president and the first African-American as well as the
youngest President to lead the country. He was awarded the
Nobel Peace Prize, “for his extraordinary efforts,” at international
diplomacy and foreign policy. Venus and Serena Williams are
two of the greatest tennis players in the world, winning
everything from Grand Slams and Olympic medals, showing
young girls they can accomplish anything. Martin Luther King, Jr,
the leader of the Civil Rights movement, had one goal in life:
equality for all people! He also won the Nobel Peace Prize and
was probably most famous for his “I Have a Dream” speech in
1963 where he wanted equal civil and economic rights and an
end to racism, which helped pass the 1964 Civil Rights Act.
Now I’m living in the U.K I would like to learn more about some
prominent black figures who positively influenced this country,
such as, Lewis Hamilton, a high-profile Formula 1 driver. Sir
Trevor MacDonald is the most successful journalist in the
country. Dianne Abbott was the first black woman to be elected
to Parliament. Baroness Floella Benjamin, DBE, was a TV
personality and is now an author and charity activist. Marcus
Rashford MBE is a famous footballer who launched a campaign
to try to end child hunger in this country.
There are thousands of influential black figures all over the
world and it is important to celebrate their many achievements
and accomplishments. Black people have influenced so much of
our culture in science, writing, entertainment, the arts, sports,
politics to name a few. I challenge you to learn something new
and impressive about black history!



Why should one think twice before investing in businesses in Egypt?
Because they have pyramid schemes.

 
I do not trust a business that builds stairs because they are always up to
something. The business which invented shovels had a ground breaking

experience.
 

Why do successful marketers not face any problems when they have a fever?
Because they are used to going viral.

 
I would tell you an economics joke but there is not enough demand!

 
I wanted to play monopoly but there are extreme barriers to entry!

 
What do plumbers and economists have in common?

They both deal with gross domestic product!
 

I always find that deflation is a bit of a let down.
 

An Economist and Historian are sitting on a veranda in a nudist colony:
 

Historian: “Have you read Marx?”
Economist: “Yes, I think it’s the wicker chairs”

 
What is an economist’s favourite tea? 

Productivity
 
 
 And Mrs Watson’s usual contribution:
 

I did a theatrical performance about puns. It was a play on words.



A Kind Pop Star; Ariana

Grande 
Isla Duthie

Ariana Grande is an American singer,
And she’s appeared in a few movies and TV

shows. 
Ariana’s really sweet and kind to her fans,

especially all the way through the Manchester
bombing.

If you don’t know what happened,
Ariana was doing her usual concert and belting

her beautiful voice,
When her concert was bombed. 

The tragic disaster happened on May 22nd 2018
at 22:15.

The 22 people that died didn’t know that this
was going to be there one last time.

Ariana Grande keep in mind the poeple that
died that night every time she performs a

concert. 
 

Ari’s quite small - only 5ft,
But the best things come in small packages!

She has ten dogs,
And most of them are rescue dogs.

 
Her real name is Ariana Grande Butera,

Grande is her middle name. 
Ariana’s allergic to cats and bananas. 

Ariana is 28,
Her birthday is 26th June 1993.

 
She married Dalton Godmez,

With only 20 people at her wedding. 
 

As you can see she is super kind, amazing and
has loads of fans :)

 



The roads that have
been abandoned 

Meagan Dailly

There are thousands of roads all over the world, but
hundreds more haven’t been used for decades because
their not as “fast” or “direct”. Other excuses like “modern
vehicles can’t go down those roads”, have been made to
justify closing then leaving these roads to rot.

The A82
The A82 is a stretch of road going from Glasgow to the
Highlands, even thought most of the road is still open
sections of it have been closed since the 1930s.

  The A87
•The Glen Coe stretch, also known as Telford’s Road, was
replaced be the was replaced by the S2 in 1932. The old
road travels 4.2km from Altnafeadh in the east to “The
Study” in the west. Some parts of the road can still be
driven on by quad-bikes and 4x4s, but this happens very
rarely.
•The Rannoch Moor section was also replaced by the S2,
during the 1930s and is currently used for the long
distance West Highland Way.
•The Loch Oich stretch which ran along the Eastern shore
of Loch Oich was given the number B8048 in the 1920s
but was shut down by 1935.
   The A87 
It is a stretch of road in Inverness the was closed in the
later 1900s
• The Loch Loyne part of the road was closed in 1957 due
to the fact that a section in the middle of it was lost. Either
end of the road is used as estate roads.
•Part of the road was a small bridge that crossed the River
Sheil which is now a footpath. The bridge was closed to
vehicles in the 1970s, probably because the cars were
getting too big and heavy for the small bridge.



Having spent about 12 of my 17 years living in Dundee, I find myself discovering the hidden gems
offered by the city just as my final months here arrive - as these things so often turn out. When I
was in the midst of my frantic search for a way to fill out my Form 6 timetable, I stumbled upon an
opportunity to volunteer at the Dundee Community Fridge. A few email exchanges later, I finally
got to see how the small shipping container - naturally, placed in a parking lot on the Perth Road -
has been transformed into a project that provides around 200 people a day with food and other
essentials, all while fighting the extensive (and expensive) issue of food waste.
In Scotland, households throw out around 570,000 tonnes of food and drink a year, which
equates to about £437 down the drain - or, rather, in the garbage. Eliminating avoidable food
waste would also lead to a huge reduction in greenhouse gasses, the equivalent of taking one in
every four cars off of our roads*. Thankfully, the Scottish Government has taken action to combat
this by creating the Climate Challenge Fund which supports various Community Fridges around
the country, including the one in Dundee.
The Fridge works by collecting food that is about be thrown out from supermarkets around the
city and distributing it to its visitors. From 11am to 2pm, the Fridge opens its doors and anyone is
welcome - whether the food on offer is what they need to feed their family or they just want to
play a part in helping the environment - there are no questions asked, apart from how many
people the food will be eaten by. The goal of the project is very clearly to reduce food waste,
which often helps with those reluctant to take what is available. The goods on offer are always
anyone’s guess: bags of parsnips, potatoes, canned peas to instant hot chocolates, orange juice,
sparkling water to croissants, mille-feuilles and brownies. Sometimes, even flowers, books and
decorations that have been donated are available. One thing you can always be sure to find,
however, is bread. Lots and lots of bread.
  The community fostered by the Fridge is incredibly rewarding to be a part of; seeing the
generous donations of home-grown vegetables and locally-baked pastries, the friendships
formed between volunteers and visitors alike and the busy benches and tables that also live in
the parking lot, has made volunteering there the highlight of my week. The Perth Road is a lovely
place to explore aside from the Fridge, with many cafes and small businesses to support and I
truly encourage everyone to pay the Fridge a visit (especially if you find yourself in need of some
bread!).
*http://www zerowastescotland org/

A Community Coming Together 
Anisha Azad

http://www.zerowastescotland.org/


Simone Finlayson 

Why are teenagers
so obsessed with
fictional characters?
Teenagers (typically girls) are simping (obsessing) over
fictional characters. These vary from action movie characters,
such as Bucky Barnes (The Winter Soldier) to cartoon
characters like Adrian (Chat Noir). So the question of the day
is, why? Why are teens so obsessed with fictional characters -
what do they have that real people don’t?

To start, fictional characters are not real — hence the name
— so the mind can create scenarios to fit any situation;
maybe you were feeling down in the dumps and needed a
shred of light, by just imagining the character hugging you,
you can already start to feel happier. They begin to become
your comfort character, or maybe you just find them
attractive. 

Many teenagers depend on fictional characters because they
can’t rely on real people; they are scared. Humans can cause
vast amounts of mental pain and damage to one another,
whereas a fictional character can say whatever you desire; it’s
a release.

There is a slight difference between a character from a movie
and a book. You can see what the characters look like in a
film, but in books, you have to visualise them. That means
teens can be captivated by characters for several different
reasons, not just for their good looks. Maybe it was a
character’s actions and words that made the teen favour
them over the others. But mostly, in films, the reason for
their obsession may be because of a character’s more
unrealistic traits.

All in all, ladies and gents, girls and boys, obsessing over
fictional characters can be alright just as long as it doesn’t
take your mind away from the real world. You could lose
your focus on important matters or you might have too
much of a personality change. Obsessing is fine, just don’t
over obsess



HSD THIS WEEK IN PICTURES :) 



 It’s finally the
holidays! I’ve been
counting down the

days since this
academic session

began... Personally,
I plan on taking

time to relax, catch
up on homework
and meet up with
my friends. I hope

the rest of you also
manage to take
some time for

yourselves, and do
something you

enjoy. We might
not all be able to
go abroad as we

usually do, but that
doesn’t mean we
can’t have some

fun :) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Canva  

 

 

EDITOR’S

NOTE

T H E  C O L U M N S  T E A M

Sahar Jafferbhoy 

have a wonderfulhave a wonderfulhave a wonderful
holiday!holiday!holiday!

   

In Fremont County near Florence, Colorado, stands the ADX Florence
Prison. It is an Administrative Maximum facility – the only one of its
kind in the USA. In the USA, there are two different prison systems,
state prison and federal prison. Most of the 1.5 million Americans
currently incarcerated are held in state prison. You get sent to state
prison if you commit a crime such as theft, assault, drink driving and
drug use. However, if you commit a crime such as piracy,
counterfeiting, treason, cybercrime, espionage, terrorism and political
assassination. Federal prison, which is they type of prison that ADX
Florence is, come in five different categories, minimum, low, medium,
high or administrative (sometimes known as suprmax). It houses the
USA’s highest criminals including Theodore Kaczynski, Michael
Swango, Richard McNair and around 350 more terrorists, spies and
murderers. The prison is equivalent to a modern day Alcatraz, only i
isn’t surrounded by water, it’s cheaper to run and it is impossible to
escape. ADX Florence was built in 1994 and was designed specifically
to stop people escaping. When you first arrive at the prison, you are
escorted to your cell by armed guards, wearing shackles around your
ankles, wrists and torso. Once you arrive in your seven foot by twelve
foot cell made of reinforced soundproof concrete, you will have to get
used to the four walls that surround you, as you will be spending 23
hours of your day in solitary confinement in this cell for the rest of
your stay here. Both your shower and sink are flood proof, so you
won’t be able to be removed from your cell for flooding it, your lights
are controlled remotely and the one window of your cell is only four
inches wide and angled towards the sky in such a way that you
cannot work out where in the prison your cell is. This prevents you
from being able to escape as easily as even if you do get out of your
cell, you won’t know where in the prison you are. The one hour a day
that you do get to go outside of your cell will be spent in a windowless
room, by yourself with a metal chin-up bar for exercise. If you are
extremely well behaved, you may be allowed to spend this hour in a
community recreational yard. However, you, and everyone else lucky
enough to be allowed to go there, will spend it locked in their own
metal cage, which are relatively near each other. This may not sound
like much, but it is the most socialisation that inmates will get during
their stay as guards are told not to speak to inmates unless it is
absolutely necessary. You will have no privacy as all inmates are
monitored 24/7 on CCTV cameras, which the prison is covered with.
These are controlled from the central control room which is situated
on top of a concrete tower, surrounded by 12 feet of barbed wire,
which is surrounded by armed guards. This control room also has the
capabilities to close and lock every door in the prison so if something
happens, then no one can go somewhere that they are not supposed
to. If you get sent to this prison, then you have no chance of ever
escaping it.

Co-Deputy Editor, Isla Watson 
ADX Florence Prison  


